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MANATEE COUNTY — Dave Shoemaker was pensive as he stood before a crowd of more than 200 local Boy
Scouts at Camp Flying Eagle June 17.

Behind him, a fire pit smoldered after being freshly lit. A pile of tattered American flags lay just behind it.
“Today, we honor the symbol of our freedom, the American flag as we retire her from duty,” said Shoemaker, who has
conducted dozens of flag retirement ceremonies over the years.

As Shoemaker told of the flag’s history and the meaning of each stripe, Camp Flying Eagle’s camp director Stephen
Palmieri lowered pieces of the flag — each of 13 stripes — into the flames. Then, 13-year-old Kara Stevens, a junior
staff member at the camp, carried the remaining section of the flag to the fire, giving it a kiss before releasing it into
the flames.

More than 150 flags were retired from duty by incineration during the ceremony, part of the local Boy Scouts of
America’s summer camp program.

The U.S. Congress formally passed its first code for use and display of the American flag in 1942. However, the code
does not dictate how a flag should be retired, except for saying it should be done in a dignified way, preferably by
incineration, once it is no longer fitting for display.

“There is no 100% this is how you retire a flag,” Shoemaker said, noting there are several versions of retirement
ceremonies online. “They are all good practice as long as they show proper respect.”

The Continental Congress in 1777 resolved the flag of the original 13 colonies include 13 stripes of alternating red and white and 13 stars on a s
symbolized “a new constellation.”

For the ceremony Shoemaker led, the first three stripes represented the colors of the American flag.  Red represented hardiness and courage. W
innocence. And the blue field represented vigilance, perseverance and justice.

Scholars believe this assignment comes from 1782 when the Congress of Confederation adopted the Great Seal of the United States. At that tim
the color of the pales, or shield, and many people believe the meaning of those colors transferred to the American flag as well.

After the ceremonial flag has been incinerated, any remaining to-be-retired flags are dropped one-by-one into the fire. The next day, ashes of th
Some organizations even mark the burial spot, Shoemaker said.

Contact Pam Eubanks at peubanks@yourobserver.com.

FLAG RULES
The U.S. Code Title 4 Chapter 1 specifically spells out how the American flag is to be treated. Below are a few of the specifications it lists.

(Section 6) Time and Occasions for Display
• The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously.

• The flag should be displayed daily on or near the main administration building of every public institution.

(Section 7) Position and Manner of Display
• The flag of the United States of America, when it is displayed with another flag against a wall from crossed staffs, should be on the right, the fla
be in front of the staff of the other flag.

• When the flag is used to cover a casket, it should be so placed that the union is at the head and over the left shoulder. The flag should not be 
to touch the ground.






